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A{_lmw s_≥l¿ Fgp-Xnb
The Jewish Background of Indian

People (C-¥y≥ P\-X-bpsS blqZ
]›m-Ø-ew) F∂ {KŸw C¥y≥ D]-`q-
J-fi-Ønse P\-X-I-fpsS Ncn-{X-Øns‚
thdn´ Hc-≤ym-b-am-Wv.

hS°p ]Sn-™msd C¥y-bn¬ Ncn-{Xm-
XoX ImeØv (_n.-kn. 600) A`bm¿∞n-
I-fmbn blq-Z-∑m¿ FØn-bn-cp-∂p-sh∂pw,
]n¬°m-eØv Ch¿ lnμp-˛- {In-kvXy≥-˛-
apkveow aX-hn-izm-k-ßƒ kzoI-cn-°p-
Ibpw C∂v Xncn-®-dn-bm-\m-ImØ hn[w
C¥y≥ kaq-l-Øn¬ Aen™p tN¿∂n-

P\-X-I-fpsS Ncn{Xw
]d-bp∂ Kth-jW{KŸw

SpØn Ime-Øn\pw PohnX kml-N-cy-ßƒ°p-a-\p-k-
cn-®mWv Ch¿ lnμp-˛-{In-kvXy≥-˛-apkveow hnizm-k-{]-
am-W-ßƒ kzoI-cn-®-sX∂pw Cu ]pkvXIw shfn-s∏-
Sp-Øp-∂p.

{]hmkn PqX-∑m-cpsS k©m-c-]-Y-Ønse ]pcm-
hkvXp L\-ti-jn-∏p-I-fmb ih-°-√-d-I-fpw,
ivaim\Kpl-I-fpw, IpS-°-√p-Ifpw, \m´p-I-√p-I-fpw,
\∂-ßm-Sn-Ifpw Z£n-tW-¥y-bnse Ch-cpsS BZna
Xmh-f-ßƒ Fhn-sS-bm-bn-cp-∂p-sh∂v Nq≠n-°m-
Wn°p-∂p. Cu {]hmkn PqX-∑m-sc-bmWp sk‚ v
tXmakv tIc-f-Øn¬ I≠p-ap-´p-∂Xpw, {InkvXym-\n-I-
fm-°p-∂-Xpw. blqZ Xmh-f-ß-fn-eqsS k©-cn®mWv
sk‚ v tXmakv, -]m-e-bq¿, sImSp-ß-√q¿, sIm´-°m-hv,
tIm°-aw-Kew, \nc-Ww, \ne-°¬, sIm√w, Xncp-hn-
Xmw-tImSv F∂n-hn-S-ß-fn¬ {InkvXy≥ Iq-´m-bva-Iƒ
cq]o-I-cn-°p-∂-Xv. Ch-bmWv ]n∂oSv Ggc ]≈n-
Ifmbn Adn-b-s∏Sp-∂-Xv.  sk‚ v tXma-kn¬ \n∂v,
]me-bq-cn¬ sh®v amtam-Zok kzoI-cn® i¶-c-]p-cn,
]I-tem-a-‰w, Iffn, Imfn-bm-¶¬ F∂o IpSpw-_-°m¿
blqZ {_m“-W-cm-bn-cp-∂p-sh∂v Cu ]pkvXIw
kq£va \nco-£Ww \S-Øp-∂p.

PqX ]cn-h¿ØnX {InkvXym-\n-I-sf-t∏mse C¥y≥
D]-`q-J-WvU-Øn¬ PqX lnμp-°fpw PqX apkveo-ap-
I-fp-ap-s≠-∂mWv s_≥l¿ Xs‚ ]pkvX-I-Øn-eqsS
hni-Zo-I-cn-°p-∂-Xv. hnizmk kzmX{¥yw P\m-[n-]-
Xym-h-Im-i-am-sW∂v {]Jym-]n-°p-∂-tXm-sSm-∏w,
Ncn{X bmYm¿∞y-ßsf ka-Nn-Ø-X-tbmsS ho£n-
°-W-sa-∂pw, \m\m-Xz-Øn¬ GI-Xz-ap-s≠∂v Cu
{KŸw D¬t_m-[n-∏n-°p-Ibpw sNøp-∂p.

Nne A`n-{]m-b-ßƒ

Abraham Benhur deserves whole hearted appreciation for
his work ‘The Jewish Background of Indian People’. As a
historical, archaeological, anthropological study, this work
adopts a different and novel perspective to address a
significant issue which has been discussed by various
scholars. Benhur tries to prove that the history of the
human race after the Flood began at one point.
This opens up an interesting as well as fresh
approach to the study of humanity-

- Baselios Marthoma Paulose II
Catholicos of the Apostolic Throne of St. Thomas
and Malankara Metropolitan, Kottayam
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cn-°p-I-bm-sW-∂p-ap≈ Ncn{X
bmYm¿∞y-Øn-te°v Cu ]pkvXIw
shfn®w hoip∂p. A^vKm-\n-ÿm≥
apX¬ Z£n-tW¥y hsc hym]n®p InS-
°p∂ Cu kaq-l-Ønse lnμp-°-fmb
`´p-I-fpw, `´m-Nmcy-am-cpw, ]t´-ep-Ifpw,
KuUkmc-kz-Xcpw, ]´-∑m-cpw, ss{IkvX-
h-cmb sk‚ v tXmakv {InkvXym-\n-I-fpw,
ant mIfpw, apkveo-ap-I-fmb ]Øm≥am-
cpw, blqZ ]›m-Ø-e-ap-≈-h-cm-sW-∂v
Cu]pkvXIw hni-Zo-I-cn-°p-∂p.

]S-tbm-´-ß-fp-sSbpw IpSn-tb-‰-ß-fp-
tSbpw A\p-`-h-ßsf ASn-ÿm-\-s∏-
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 “....One of the most striking, and at the same time
extremely thought provoking aspects of the book, ‘The
Jewish Background of Indian People’ under review is the
exhaustive efforts made by the author to trace the later
history of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. He establishes the
close similarities to be found between the funerary
customs and burial practices of the Jews of the Old
Testament times and those of many communities spread all
over South Asia from Afghanistan to Pakistan to
Karnataka to Wynad to Coimbatore and Kodaikanal to
Idukki and Pathanamthitta as also to the Nazrani or St.
Thomas Christian strongholds of the Trichur District near
Palayur, Porkalam, Kattakambal, Kodungallur (Muziris)
and Parur (Pattanam). The place name Kattakambal may
have even originated from the term catacomb/catacumbal,
the author surmises. Such are the strong similarities
between the Jewish funerary methods and the tomb types
represented by the megalithic dolmens, burial urns,
menhirs, rock-cut caves, capstones, and hood stones
abundantly noticed in Kerala and the other locations
mentioned.
Descendants of the Lost Ten Tribes are discerned by the
author in the Muslim Pathans of North West India, in the
Brahmin Pattars and Bhatts of South India, and the St.
Thomas Christians or Syrian Christians of Thamilagam
including Kerala. Of the South Indian Jews of the early
centuries those who did not convert to Christianity later
accepted Hinduism, according to the author. What is
remarkable is the large number of customs, artifacts,
archaeological monuments, and anthropological findings
that the author has accumulated and skillfully analysed to
the delight of the scholar and general reader alike.’’

-Prof. George Menacherry
General Secretary
Church History Association of India
Ollur, Thrissur, Kerala

‘  “Learning History appears to be the easier way to
understanding oneself. History is memory as well as a
reminder......... This points to the need for recording
History with atmost care and comprehensiveness. The
ethnographic study entitled the Jewish Background of
Indian People that Mr. Abraham Benhur has so
painstackingly prepared, I believe, fulfills these require-
ments of writing History. It is ethnography extracted from
religious texts fortified with historical and archaeological
evidence. Though the Bible is the starting point of the
study it is at once ethnography of a secular kind.
The book describes the colonisation of the earth by the
progeny of Noha and how his progeny achieved it. It is
the progress of the human race that Benhur charts out, in
order to open up the eyes of humanity. The book informs
us and enlightens us about how humanity was devided
into clans, communities, tribes and races. It serves to
remind us of our true legacy. It points to the right
direction that humanity should take.

-Prof. Sobhindran
Chairman, Green World Research Centre,
Calicut, Kerala.

C¥y≥ P\-X-bpsS blq-Z-]m-›m-Øew ka-{K-ambn
]cn-tim-[n-°p-I-bmWv F{_lmw s_≥l¿ Pyqbnjv
_mIv{Ku≠v Hm v̂ C¥y≥ ]o∏nƒ F∂ Ncn-{X-{K-Ÿ-
Øn¬. Ncn-{X-Øn\v At±lw ]pXnb \n¿h-N\w
\¬In AXns\ Bfl-I-Y-bm°n ]p\¿\n¿an-°p-∂p.
Bfl-I-Y-sb∂ kz¥w Po-h-N-cn-{XsØ Pohn-X-Øn-\-
∏p-d-tØ°v hmbn--®p-sIm-≠p-t]m-Ip-∂p. a\pjy-hwiw
F∂ Hcp ico-c-sØbpw AXns‚ Pohn-X-sØbpw
kz¥w ico-c-Øn-eqsS At\z-j-W-hn-t[-b-am-°p-∂p...
Cu {KŸw a\p-jy-N-cn-{X-Øns‚ Un.-F≥.F. ]cn-tim-
[-\-bm-Wv.

˛   cho{μ≥ cmh-tW-izcw
     am[yaw BgvN-∏-Xn∏v, 2011 Pqsse 25

‘

‘
‘

PÃokv sI.-Sn. tXmakv Pyqbn
_m°v{Ku≠v Hm^v C¥y≥

]o∏nƒ F∂ {KŸØns‚ {]Im-
i\w I¿Ωw \n¿Δ-ln-°p-∂p.
kao-]-Øv, s{]m^. Sn. tim`o

{μ≥, dh. ^m. sska¨
_l-\m≥, {KŸ-I¿Ømhv
A{_lmw s_≥l¿,

dh. ^m. tPmk^v ]pXp-t»-cn,
tP°∫v tXmakv CS-t»-cn,
s{]m^. tPm¿÷v ta\m-t®cn,

tPm¨ I®-nd-a‰w.
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